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fanfares for virtue of the citoyens of the first French Republic,
luxury and corruption far exceeded the scale that had been
accounted a mortal crime of the ancien regime.

In this matter of luxury his own natural instincts and his
historic insight pointed for Goring in the same direction.
He loved pomp and possessions. And he could enjoy life
with all the coarse broadness of his nature. He had none of
the twinges of conscience, in doing so, of other men whom
National Socialism had raised to eminence. He never
gave a thought to the broken promise to return to Spartan
simplicity. He moved amid all his luxury as a matter of
course, without giving it a thought. It was not an unfamiliar
style of living for him, as it was for Hitler and Hess and
Himmler and the rest. In all his uniforms and his comic
fancy costumes the fat man moved about with astonishing
liveliness. He was of a robust type. He had in him some-
thing of Danton. His naive robbing of shopkeepers who had
jewellery, antiques, paintings, and other luxury articles to
sell was almost disarming in its complete unscrupulousness.
In this, too, it was whispered by those in closest touch with
him, he had drawn a golden lesson from his studies of
history. He quoted the enormities committed, from the
Coiidottieri to Talleyrand and from the Medicean Popes
to Napoleon, which had always been approved by the
masses, and had been accepted by historians, because they
had given rein to the imagination.

Goring had no programme. He has no Weltanschauung,
no philosophy of life. He was not even a revolutionary. He
loved power and magnificence. His personal interest in
these two things was sufficient motive for his "untameable"
patriotism. But was there any substance in the persistent
rumours that he was playing a really notable part, that one
day he would be the liquidator of the revolution, and would
then give Germany a lasting, well-thought-out order? How
did this coarse and brutal sensualist acquire the saintly
odour of a liquidator of the revolution? Simply through
having enjoyed a better bringing~up than most of the party
comrades? Through his readiness to live and let Eve* tod
because he was no doctrinaire? Because right up to the
time immediately preceding the,war he was a protecto* of